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Introduction I 



1 



Ini rod action 



Retort I9£7, i Indiuved that picking pockets was 
u physical bn possibility. There was simply no way 
that anyone, no matter how skilled, could actually 
retrieve a wallet from someone’s hip pocket, 
without alerting the owner That kind of stuff was 
all very line for magicians' ’Volunteers" and the 
movies, but in the real world, only a hi 1 1 hilly, a 
drunk, or a fool would fall for such a ruse, right? 
Wrong? I had the good fortune to be “enlightened’' 
on the subject during a trip to Eiome in 19S7. 
Exactly ten minutes after my arrival, I was pen 
niless, ricketless, and passportless. 

During an excruciating day in police stations 
and travelers' check offices. I met many other 
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peopfe who shared my plight, :uid I discovered 
that Rome is a favorite ham r cd rhe skilled 
pickpocket. The main reason iis because people 
are so preoccupied with admiring the treasures 
and valuables of Rome. and so lose themselves in 
the mystique and allure of the a non mu city, they 
completely forget about their own valuables, 
which makes picking terribly easy. For i his reason, 
Paris, London, New York and every other inter- 
national tourist spot are all profitable locales for 
the professional -booster.” But while these cosmo 
pc]]Ua» cities ft re some of the perennial favorites, 
professional pickpockets are very versatile and 
can work anywhere, from Anchorage to Ankara, 
provided there Is a crowd from which they may 
choose their "mark," 

Picking pockets is an art that is literally thou- 
sands of years old. Of course, we can only guess at 
its exact origin, but it most likely began when 
people started sewing pockets onto their togas to 
deposit valuables, thus freeing their hands. Soon 
afterwards, some clever thief discovered c hai. if bis 
hand moved quickly and with enough dexterity, 
those valuables Could be bis, with the previous 
owner being none the wiser. Through the cen- 
turies, the methods and techniques were becom- 
ing so refined, it. became very dangerous to curry 
anything of value on your person, in Victorian 
England, pickpocketing was declared a capital 
offense, and ii was hoped that public hangings 
would dissuade any young hopefuls from entei'ing 
into that nefarious fraternity. Scotland Yard soon 
abandoned ibis initiative, however, when the 
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spectators at these hanging complained. of miss 
ing wallets and watches. 

Apparently, pickpocketing U no less popular 
today than it was in years p&st, In IflST, there 
were over CIOjOOO reported picked pockets in Paris 
□lone, Kenneth Kkhdein of l.he Mew York Police 
Department's Special Frauds# Pickpocket Squad 
estimates that there are over a half million ease-s 
of pickpocketing in New York every year, Further- 
more, Tokyo, a city considered to be very safe for 
the tourist and one that boasts of the honor of its 
Citizens, reportedly loses about $60*000,000 
annually to pickpockets. 

Since my brush with pickpockets in Home, I've 
done a lot of research* and accumulated a Sot of 
information on pickpockets and their methods, In 
the beginning, my recurring questions were ‘Why 
do these people do this?" and “Why risk jail for 
such petty amounts?". But now, I’ve come to 
realise that pickpocketing is not only profit able 
and easy, but relatively safe as well How profit- 
able? A gooil pickpocket, than is, one who chooses 
Inn murk carefully, and is confident in his skill*, 
can easily earn £200,000 to 4300,000 a year, i tid I 
say easily? Well, that depends on the Individual, of 
course, but anyone can become a competent pick- 
pocket if they know the techniques and practice 
them diligently. 

Tlu i degree of professionalism and skill one 
possesses also plays a crucial role in determining 
the legal safety of the pickpocket. By taking pre- 
cautions and by knowing when to abon a job, he 
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ca.m decrease the odds of his being apprehended 
profoundly. And when you take imo consider- 
ation (he fact [hat only 2K% of all pickpockets are 
ever apprehended, and that the legal rules of 
evidence make it all but impossible to convict a 
pickpocket. 1 would say that he Ls, legally speak 
ing p fairly safe. .Some states have passed laws 
against jostling" in m attempt to deter and catch 
would-be thieves during the actual picking pro- 
cess, hut it is a hit bard to enforce a law against 
bumping into people, especially with the specter 
offalse arrest charges In the hack of every officer's 
mind. In any event, the professional pickpocket 
will retain a good bondsman, for instant cash, and 
an attorney to request repeated continuances, in 
an attempt to exhaust anti discourage the victims 
from pressing charges. 

Members of most other criminal disciplines took 
down upon the pick pocket, and see him as a 
member of the lowest echelon of thieves. But in 
reality, few illicit trades offer the individual as 
much independence anti reward as pick picketing 
does. The reason for this, I believe, is that the 
Success of the pickpocket depends entirely upon 
hLs own skill, and not on various uncontrollable 
circumstances, such as those that control the 
professional burglar «r the drug denier, 

The information contained In this book has 
been gleaned from many different sources, such 
as policemen, magicians, professional pick- 
pockets, and others, as wtII as every scrap of 
literature that has ever been written on the sub 
jecL. As eclectic as these sources are, my combin- 
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mg them has resulted in this comprehensive ftuirje 
U> pickpocket methodology. Of course, this isn't a 
textbook for the aspiring pickpocket, but rather a 
guide that allows us lls see their tricks, and use 
countermeasures against them. We dent have to 
condone the activities of the pickpocket to respect 
their prowess and dexterity. Hut after studying 
their techniques* 3 believe you wili learn to ap 
preciate, as I now do, the mastery and ski)) with 
which they perform their light-fingered swindles. 
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The Pickpocket 



The modem pickpocket is, if need b?, a pro- 
fessional actor, articulate conversationalist, a 
^ killed; thief, nt]t a bumbling Cieo!, as he is so oft™ 
portrayed by Hollywood. He is well d rested and 
inconspicuous can readily blend into any crowd, 
and has an ease of manner that lends him an air 
of confidence. Or, sometimes the pickpocket is a 
woman, and with ei blend of charm, good looks 
afid sophistication, she, too. completely escapes 
suspicion. 

In police parlance, the pickpocket (male or 
female) is a "tool" or H dip. r ' He may work atone, in 
which case he s a “single," hut also may work in 
conjunction with ‘'stall. 1 :." people who manipulate 
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inti divert l hi- mark in to proper picking situ- 
ations. These sialLn may also provide cover for the 
pickpocket when he is doing his work, if he is out 
in the open. Kor example, a stall may spread a 
newspaper to its full width, while riding a bus or 
train, so that the lifter can remove the contents of 
a nearby purse or pocket, without being seen. 

Another employee that a pickpocket might 
conside rise tilted a “ru n n erf h is job, h pjj t* >priately 
enough, is to take the goods anil run with them. 
J'he wallet, watch, etc., is usually handed to him 
surreptitiously, immediately after the lift, so that 
the goods won't be found on the pickpocket if he 
gets "pinched,"' The pickpocket will also generally 
have connections with several “fences.” so that he 
may unload any valuable non -cash items ftek- 
pockets typically receive !lQ-40"» of the face value 
of travel ler’s checks, anti about 25™ of the whole- 
sale value for jewelry. 

Pickpockets and purse snatchers are sometimes 
spoken of us if they were one and the same. Hut 
a pickpocket is not a strong armor and looks 
disdainfully upon the brute who has Co resort lo 
such violence. Pickpocketing is a finesse job. and 
there is no room in chis criminal discipline for 
anyone who lacks decorum, That^ ool to say that 
there a rent people who are both pickpocket and 
fiLirso-sainudmr, as evidenced by the gypsies of 
Rome and Paris. But these gypsy children are 
arrested so often that they obviously don’t suc- 
ceed in plying their trade by finesse, but rather by 
sheer volume. 



Thi‘ Ffekpockw 9 



Although it may seem that the pickpocket leads 
a very emancipated lifestyle, he is, in fact, con 
strained by some of the same parameters thal 
bind us. For example, the pickpocket must work 
hard for a living anti while his occupation may 
allow for a less structured time schedule, he is„ 
nevertheless, pushed to [mil n* many boosts as he 
possibly can. Furthermore, his job dictates that he 
must reside in a large urban center, since he must 
have access to large crowds, and cannot live in a 
community where he is known by people who 
regularly see him. Apart From these restrictions, 
the professional pickpocket leads a Jife of pe- 
cuniary nonconformity, with Lite rewards bound 
only by hi* own skill and courage 
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Why Pockets 
Can Be Picked 



1 1 ls ;i Little- known psychological rule that we 
t an only concentrate on one thing at a time. The 
desultory pattern of our thoughts often gives the 
illusion iliac we are cognizant of two distinct 
thoughts simultaneously, hut it is simply not true. 
The businessman running to catch hi* flight, the 
gambler arts ioijsly watching his horse coming 
down the stretchy and the man hurrying off to 
(he subway, nil have only one Immediate aim in 
mind Their minds ore all preoccupied with their 
!-ihon (end goal, and are oblivious to ary outside 
distract ions. That is why the "accidental" collision, 
perpetrated by the pickpocket, goes almost un 
noticed Haven't you experienced t Ills “tunnel 
vision" ai one time or another? IPweiTi there boon 



I - 1 «hnit|ucs of the Professional Pickpocket 



times when you are suddenly “awHkcucrr from an 
almost dreamlike trance, to find yourself hack in 
reality? U in this psychologic^ fact that facilitates 
the plckiiocket'-s operations. 

It is also a lit tie- known fact that the sensation 
derived from a greater for™ nullifies thal of a 
Eesse; r force. To Ml tort tfli i ■ t h is exam pie. w iiile s i tt in g 
down, ]iil yourself with a pencil on one Jog, and 
simultaneously punch yourself hard on the other 
h'g- You barely even felt the pencil, ugh l? As a 
matter of fact, the only reason you it id feel n is 
l>ccause you had previous knowledge that you 
were going to hit yourself with it. Now, if someone 
were io hit you with a hammer on one leg. while 
you punched yourself on the other, the blow of 
the hammer would certain \y supercede that of 
you r fist , bee an sc you won Id feel on ty the riomi n a n i 
force. (You needn’t i^rforin the second half of this 
experiment lake my word for it.) It is these 
two psychological laws that the pickpocket 
exploits to achieve his ends. 

Realizing this* we can immediately see thai l he 
pickpocket can only operate under the right 
circumstances. These circumstances will present 
t hcmselves w hi 'j 1 1 hero is p ns-h i ng a nd sh oviiig, and 
when people's minds are on utlLtrr things. Ti ie 
typical bumping and scraping of a crowd is the 
ideal arena for the tight fingered ihiE>f. This allows 
h inn to a ppeu r as A nor run I "bu m per" an d tserEijh t. " 
while he fulfills his ulterior actions under (his 
guise. 

The pickpocket begins by colliding with the 
i tin rk, Du rm n r he mom en E of i m pact , tlm ha nd dips 
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down into the pocket or r Uo murk, while the i hiii-cl 
of ike collision serves to deaden and cover the 
|iirk|H.ickcl V actions. Of course, we will cover this 
l:i more derail latei but suffice i( 'n say ibal iliis 
ls the typical procedure in most tiffs. As h mat ter 
of fact, whenever you hear of anyone having ihuir 
pockets picked, it almost invariably Occurred in 
a crowd, right? 

Most people believe that they can tell whether 
or not their wallet has been tampered with. They 
claim that if it were missing they would notice 
tiie irregular feeling of the Id 1 1 fold nol being in 
us prmper plate. Well, while moat people carry their 
wallet in tl'f same plate for years, and grow 
accustomed la the feel of having it there, the mind 
disallows us, as stated above, to think about the 
wallets position while wt L rc thinking of something 
else, This can tie proven through another ex- 
periment. 

Ihil y«ur wallet in a pocket other than the one 
that ordinarily holds it. and leave ii there for the 
rest of tin- day Mow later in the day, if you were 
to go buy something, your hand would instinc 
lively go to the usual wallet pricket. fJul wail It's 
licit c here' And for a second or i wo, tliet c is extreme 
panic and fear that the wallet is missing. Of course, 
in a feii seconds, yon will 'pat-down" the other 
pockets and discover the wallet, hui what can we 
observe fruin ibis little demonstration? That not 
only did we still believe our wallet was in its usual 
place, even though we had deliberately moved it. 
but also ili ;u we were obviously only aware of the 
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so-called strange reeling of a misplaced wallet 
while we were consciously thinking about it. 

I h £>r« is an old and true saying among pick 
pockets ihal "You can 1 ! steal a man’s money els 
tong ns he hies Ins mind on it.” Therefore. I lie pick 
pocket's favorite situation is when the victim Ls 
concentrating on other things, and bus forgotten 
himself. If i he mark is a] lowed to naturally take 
Ii is m i nd off of Ii is wal id - if only fo r a few seen nth 
— he will be astonished to find that he has JwH:n 
robbed without the slightest disturbance. 
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The Mark 



A. pickpocket, by definition, requires a pocket to 
pick, and the owner of said pocket is generally 
called the "mark." The mark certainty gets the 
short end of Lh.i s arrangement, for the pick 
pocket's objective is to take him for all tie's got. As 
we will discuss the mechanics of the actual 
picking process Later, it is row our immediate 
concern to reveal how the pickpocket selects his 
intended victim. 

Since the pickpocket's ultimate goal is to realize 
as large a profit as possible, it follows that he 
should be on the look out for any gentleman (or 
Lady) who possesses a Large amount of cash on 
their person. Or perhaps, if the pickpocket is a 
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watch specialist, he will primarily concern himself 
with the brand and quality of the victim's time- 
piece. At any rate, the pickpocket, decides that the 
most fruitful environment will be one where large 
amounts of money freely circulate. Therefore, 
banks and racetracks are obviously a pickpocket's 
picnic. At either place, they will situate themselves 
near a teller's window so that they may observe 
any potential mark sporting a wad of cash. Other 
places, such as lines at ticket windows. amuse 
mere parks, movie theaters, auctions, and bars, 
arc also full of people brandishing their wallets 
and pocketbooks, thus allowing the observant 
pickpocket one glimpse too many. 

Busy last-minute Christmas shoppers are 
another dream come true for the pickpocket. Not 
only are they usually loaded with cash, but they 
are completely absorbed in finding the perfect 
last-minute gift for Uncle Charlie. Sometimes 
during the Christmas holidays, depart ment stores 
will display various signs tha( tarry a general 
"Beware of Pickpockets" theme. Paradoxically, 
tii is aids the pickpocket who stands near the sign, 
as the readers of the sign invariably check their 
wallets to make certain they are still there. Not 
only does the pickpocket now know where the 
intended mark keeps Ills loot, but the victim will 
have consciously forgotten all about the sign in a 
matter of minutes. .Similarly, some pickpockets 
will allow themselves to be heard whispering the 
word “pickpocket" to an accomplice, during a nm- 
versa I ion. The immediate reaction of any by 
si finder hearing this. Is to feel for his walleL, which 
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immediately informs the "too]’ as to where U is 
kepi. 

It should in* noted, too, that drunk*; make 
deliciously simple targets, hut rarely do they carry 
a groat deal of cash. Prostitutes arc notorious for 
put tins a few r drops of chloral hydrate into the 
mark's drink so that when he passes out, in the 
bar or a hotel, he can be relieved of his valuables 
with ease, 

The above-mentioned marks arc of the spun 
t&neous variety, meaning that they Eire usually 
picked at random from the crowd on the basis 
that they "may" be carrying a lot of cash. However, 
i here are eases where the pickpocket watches the 
intended mark fur day*, until lie Is quite sure that 
he is car lying worthwhile goods. We will call these, 
for future reference, "previously observed marks." 
These are generally businessmen or managers 
who take daily deposits to the bank, or one who, 
due to t he nature of his business, does quite a bit 
of cash buying in other cities. Some pickpockets 
watch for a small business owner to close Ills 
shop, because he may be taking the daily receipts 
home with him. Drug dealers are a Isa a good 
example of the previously observed mark, 

Anyone carrying large amounts of cash is a 
potential mark far the typical pickpocket. How 
ever, cash doesn't have to be the sole criterion of 
an intended victim. For example, there is a large 
demand for Western travel documents, and these 
are quite valuable commodities in the untie]’ 
ground marketplace. In a foreign country, and 
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especially one in the Easte rn, Bloc, even if you are 
carrying no cash, your passport may make you a 
likely target. Ah E stated in the Introduction, this 
is a practice with which i am unfortunately 
familiar. 
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The Diversion 



Whenever a potential mark is “out in the open" 
or when circumstances arise that would prevent 
eke pickpockets actions from being d^u^d by 
t b« joartllcig of a crowd, a tool wilJ most likely re 
sort to one of the various diversions, A successful 
diversion accomplishes two important things: 
first, it misdirects the mark’s attention, and thus 
keeps his mind off rtf his wallet, and second, it 
delivers a small disorienting force that puts the 
mark off balance, and allows any unusual move- 
ment, caused by the wallet extraction, to go un- 
noticed. 

These diversions an! ax varied as the men who 
employ them, and range from the simple one-man 
variety to the complex six-handed mob diversion 
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Women “dips" are generally quite adept at exploit- 
ing their sexuality to accomplish a successful 
diversion. It is not uncommon for a female piek- 
P ticket to "are idem !y h rub her buttocks nr breast 
agaiusi a mark and so thoroughly distract him 
thttt he cair hr- relieved of his valuables wit bout 
any trouble. 

It would obviously he impossible to otter atom 
plete list of every possible diversion, since most 
toe altered slightly to conform to the require 
meats of each pickpocketing mission [ will, how- 
ever, attempt to detail the more popular varieties 
of ruses being used today. 



The “Oops” Variety 

This variety requires the pickpocket to spill 
something (preferably hot) on the mark. The 
pretense of helping the mark clean himself offers 
an excellent opportunity for the tool to do his own 
type of ,L c leaning." In some cities, it is a very 
popular trick to squirt catsup, out of those little 
packages, onto the mark's clothing. When the 
pickpocket its begging forgiveness for Ins clumsi- 
ness, the mark Ls robbed of his loot. Some pick- 
pockets take a similar, although vulgar, approach 
by spirting on the victim, and then quickly take 
tiie viri infs goods during the apology. I've always 
wondered, though, how one appropriately agnolo- 
gbces for spitting on another person. 
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The “May I Help You” Approach 

Under the guise of aiding a fellow human being, 
a pickpocket can easily slip the wallet from the 
fellow human being's pocket. Older men are 
especially susceptible to this ruse, since they may- 
act u ally require hetp, which completely allays 
suspicion, anti because their reactions, as a rule, 
are less sensitive than younger men. Another 
favorite strategy is for the pickpocket to point to 
pre-placed money on the ground, and tell rh,e 
mark that lie dropped it. As he goes to pick it up, 
someone else (a confederate, of Course) steps 
from the crowd to claim the cash, louring the en- 
suing argument, the pickpocket relieves the 
hapless victim <>f money that really did belong to 
him. Another old favorite, especially in Rome, 
requires the pickpocket to puncture the tire of the 
tourist's rental car. When the pickpocket, or team 
of pickpockets, offers to help, the trunk of the car 
is opened to get the spare. But before the mark 
can say "grazie," the pickpockets are zipping down 
the road with the mark’s luggage. 



The “Have Pity On Me” Approach 

While tills tactic is relatively rare., it can be very 
effective when done properly. An extremely dis- 
figured or crippled man comes up to a potential 
mark in a wheelchair or on crutches. Now it is a 
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known fat ) i.h at healthy people will “consciousEy” 
□void looking a handicapped person in the eye, 
euk] as the victim is busy pretending mot to notice 
the disfigured person, he can be easily rubbed I 
have also heard about people wearing artificial 
hroten-arm casts that contain a phony arm, so 
that their real arms are left to explore nearby 
pockets at will. 

The “How Could I Possibly be 
a Pickpocket?” Variety 

The success of this diversion relies on the pick- 
pockets acting abilities., Since he will be playing a 
very dramatic role. Ore method entails dressing 
as a clergyman, doctor, or a member of some 
other profession beyond reproach, and cleaning 
the victim during a "professional" discussion. This 
variety would also include the famous “Mary 
!>llen' workers, This is usually a mob of three or 
four pickpockets that frequent red-light districts 
and stagger around like they an? extremely drunk, 
When they see a pair of gentlemen who look fairly 
prosperous, they will hover over them, felling 
them about a fascinating woman they have jusi 
met. And as drunks are excessively friendly to 
SI rangers, and have a tendency to put their arms 
an mad the person they’re talking to, they go 
around p til ting this stunt completely without 
suspicion So, while they are telling the marks 
about the incredibly well endowed Mary Ellen, 
they surreptitiously slip the wallets from the 
marks' pockets. 
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The “Surprise!” Tactics 

You may have noticed that of the variety of 
diversions Listed above, most of them require a bit 
of planning and forethought. But of course, there 
are limes when a pickpocket sees a mark and has 
absolutely no time to pian a diversion. Therefore, 
he must rely on his spontaneity to deliver a 
successful distraction. 

One of the more common varieties of this 
spontaneous diversion is the “bully" approach. A 
pickpocket will knock the hat or glasses off a 
mark, or perhaps knock a briefcase out of his 
hand, seemingly by accident. Tim will serve to 
both infuriate and disorient the vicl im, so that his 
wallet, can be easily taken. Or the pickpocket may 
follow the mark to his car, and then at the Last 
minute, yell, “Hey, get out of my cart'’ After the 
pickpocket is satisfied that he was mistaken, and 
after the appropriate apologies, he will walk away, 
but not without the mark’s billfold. 

Another spontaneous ruse compels the pick- 
pocket to sneak up behind the mark, put his hand 
Over the victim^ eyes and say "Guess Who?" At the 
same time, the contents of his pockets are also re- 
moved, When the victim turns around angrily, the 
pickpocket appears mortified and extremely 
embarrassed, and explains that he thought the 
victim was his brother, t’other, cousin, etc., and 
walks humbly away. Another technique that I 
have seen requires the pickpocket to throw some- 
thing at the mark. It can be a baseball, suitcase, 
baby, ur anything intended to be caught. This 
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technique obviously requires a team, however, 
since a confederate must do either the picking or 
the throwing but cannot do both, 

The above diversions are but a few of the end 
less tricks in the professional pickpockets reper- 
toire, The publication of the samples listed above 
may stive to make these particular techniques 
obsolete, but when new ones sire invented, and in ■ 
vented they will be, they will almost certainly 
belong to one of the live distinct varieties cited. 
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The Pants Pockets 



We will now examine the mechanics of the 
actual picking procedure, and will concern our- 
selves in this chapter with extractions from the 
pants [M-jfkeuf. Of course, the first order of busi- 
ness Is determining exactly where the wallet, is lo- 
cated, After a small survey, JVe come to the 
conclusion that most men carry their wallets In 
the right hip pocket. My Survey was a very regional 
one, of course, so this may not be universally true. 
But wherewr the wallet is, ii is generally easily 
seen bulging out of one of the back pockets, or 
“mucker" pockety as they're called by members tjf 
the profession. Very rarely ts anything of value, 
except car keys and cigarette lighters, kept in the 
front pockets, hut the methods for dipping into 
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them are included for good measure, ft is not un- 
common for a pickpocket nt sl-n-al keys, especially 
hotel keys, as a means to a further end. 

The fiend order of business is determining the 
way in which the wallet is lying. This may seem 
trivial and of no practical importance, hut the 
position of the wallet usually dictates which 
extraction methods can and cannot be used. Most 
men carry their billfold "feet up." mean mg t.he two 
ends of the wallet face upwards and the "fold" is 
facing down, or sometimes 'feel down," which is 
exactly the "feet up" position i urned upside-down. 
I t is rare, indeed, for someone to place their wallet 
sideways in the pocket, but if someone has, almost 
none of the lifting methods described on the 
Following pages will work. Hat her, the pickpocket 
will he forced to resort to the "stilt ing M or cutting 
methods described. A tri-fold wallet is almost 
always placed in a pocket with the seam at the 
bottom and the opening at the top. If it is placed 
hi any other position, the pocket will have to he 
sli(. Finally, the checkbook type billfold is always, 
due to iis rectangular shape, placed in the pocket 
with the narrow end parallel to the ground. 

The first and most common method of wallet 
extraction is the "two finger snag." Standing 
behind the mark, the pickpocket makes a "V - with 
his index and middle finger, arid inserts them 
slightly into the pocket (see Figure IX A pick' 
pocket describes this: "Your fingers are in the 
pocket, but yet they aren’t. The fingers arc in well 
enough to touch the wallet, but not so much that 
they obviously feel alien to the owner" During the 
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collision, the diversion, or other distraction, the 
pickpocket snags the wallet and jerks it out. This 
is not done gingerly or timidly, but quickly and 
forcefully. A variation of this calls for the tool to 
manipulate the wallet to the top of the pocket 
scjiiiehoiv, where lie ch« sung it Jater (see l-'igure 
2 > 




Figure 1 

For the two-finger nnag, Ihe i ratfer 
middle ji nyer ajv slightly apart. 





i \ A 



FJjjurf 2 

A rjTjliVf that has fjo-n pinrouaufy mnwNtJFmf 
!a r hf tap rj/ tiw fy.xiilt )-•> ntouil lt> to • xnti&.p'il 

Another favorite trick of the pickpocket is to 
knee the mark just below the wallet (see Figure 3 ), 
and, at i he same Lime, lie raises the billfold so that 
the top protrudes from the pocket (Figure 2 ), He 
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then grabs the piet'e (a f i |u> wallet showing and 
holds lL firmly while the mark walks awasy from it, 




Fintire 3 

A plf&JKH'kr-t IWff! ft if frlMW ffH m tSt> (ftl 1 l?lflrfrV udbt 



It s i ip.m right t>ui of tlif pocket without the mark 
feeling it. A dip aiso may grab t lie ends of the 
wallet while standing flat -fooled^ he holds his 
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hand si iff while he slowly raises himself onlo hb 
tiptoes. Tins is done during the course of the 
diversion or the humping of a crowd, so that the 
victim is unaware of any unnatural movements. 

Another way of stealing from the hack pocket is 
called "pushing." This means that over the course 
of a tong wailing line or bus ride, for example, the 
waElet is slowly nudged upwards, an inch at a 
time, until it. eventually rises out of the pocket. An 
ex -pickpocket explains, "You got to push it ever so 
slight, and show him your hands after every big 
push. You don't want lo say ‘Hey, look at toy 
hands,' but you have to lei yumr hands be seen, so 
Im don't get suspicious." Sometimes this method is 
required on marks thai are wearing tight parts, 
because the two-finger snag will be felt no matter 
how bad the jostling of the crowd maybe. It is also 
necessary, sometimes, to deliver an extreme blow 
to the mark, to accomplish a steal from a tight 
pocket. As a rule, however, pickpockets tend to 
avoid anyone with very tight pants, for obvious 
reasons. 

It must be stated that the above techniques 
must be done very rapidly and without hesitation. 
It may sound untrue, but actually there is a 
smaller chance of getting caught by jerking the 
wailet out than there is by trying to finesse it out. 
The only l him a slow, meticulous wallet-steal 
would be attempted is when the packets are very 
loose, such as those on the back of sweat pants, 
and the billfold can be taken without the actions 
being felt. 
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Figure 4 

Uf itW « raSGr him lr U> n-jri 1 iho fJ tsilrl util <if th* ■ r.'i-u nfc pocket 



The last method of stealing from the back 
pocket is calk'd “sliti jiLft. 11 Half a razor blade is 
taped to thick tape so as to make a handle and t he 
sharp end in Used to Cot the pants pocket (set 
Figure 4). Many pickpockets act utally cut a square 
in the pocket, so that the wallet simply falls out. 



but there is a much more efficient method- ['sing 
a pair of small wire cutters, the topstitch of the 
back pocket is snipped (see Figure 5). The pick- 
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pocket then uses the rsL/jnr e<t sliee the pocket 
right down the middle {see Figure £3), If the wallet 
doean‘l fall out, it ear cerium ty bv lifted t>nt 
without complications. The beauty of this trick is 




Figctre 5 

ATVJtfttfT PMftforf Jt>T CWfllJW f h^fiocktt h*%firi$ iriiJi 
xrtif/f/f wt tint kaavif 1/tpsIilching with a pair -nr" wins evitarx 
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that the razor resO upon the wallet during the 
Cii tiLiig procedure, therefore the mark never feels 
a thing. The reason the topstiteh ih snipped with 
a wirec utter, is because it is very quick, »nd 
because [[ is usually loo thick to cut easily with a 
razor blade, W'ireeur.lers are also indispensibte 




Figure 6 

After the topslUth (i tti£, iln 
pocket tfi slit rifpn rfyHH l)n H liddlr 
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Figure 7 

Sttiiinpran ymi on tht'/rtfntfxxA^ Ite- txittom 

Ihr jxrkel is r-Nf ypeM v.ftih- Uu- mark's (tttruliim is ditrrterf. 



when confronting a wallet chained to the owners 
belt loop, the type so popular among i ruck driv 
ers. Ml it ting is cspwially necessary when a pocket 
is protected by a button or a buttoned flap. The 
tli read of the button is easily cut, and the flap can 
simply be sliced away. 
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Figure H 



"krrjittff" rti fj method f&r raising \tji the rnniwits 
<j/ MW Tnflrjt* pOchet 111/ ptiUiHiJfin titw pools* lining. 

Slitting is also a very popular method of gain mg 
access to the front pocket. The mark's attention is 
usually diverted Lei the opposite direction, and, a 
neat crescent shape is cut at the bottom of the 
pocket (see Figure 7). Any contents will fait 
through the holfc, unless t)f course, the pants are 
skin Light The other method of stealing from the 
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front pocket ts called “reefing," The thumb and 
forefinger are plated barely into the front pocket, 
and u series of small lifts eseate tiny pleats in the 
I.MM’ket (see Figure S). After several such lefts, the 
pocket wilt be turned almost inside-out, and the 
contents will be revealed for easy plucking, It is 
obvious that reefing is rm( a very quick method, 
since n takes many small folds to turn a pocket 
inside-out, but it still should take no more than a 
minute to consummate this act. 

Before closing this chapter we should take 
notice of the difficulties that the pickpocket 
sometimes encounters when lifting wallets. Some 
times,, a coat, jacket or poncho will cover the 
pockets and make lifting from them difficult. This 
hindrance is easily removed by either lifting or 
cutting the outer garment. "We were working a 
slate fair one weekend," explains a former pick 
IKscketj “when it started to rain. So tins guy siarts 
selling these little rain ponchos, and in an hour, 
everybody was wearing one. We couldn't get to 
anybody's back pocket, so we all went and bought 
razor blades so that we could cut holes in them. 
At the end of the day, everywhere you looked 
there were guys walking around with holes cut 
mm of their raincoats. It was kind of funny, but I 
was sorry we had to resort to such crude 
methods." 

Another difficult situation arises when the 
mark is aware that smoothing strange is going on, 
and gets suspicious. If the tool has completed the 
lifting procedure, just as the mark is turning 
around, he will throw the wallet to the floor, and 
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n.|uit-k]y bend over to pick it up. saying, “1 behove 
you dropped ibis." If the mark detects the in- 
vasion before the lift is completed, the pickpwkct 
will either apologicte for humping into him, or tell 
him he thought he was someone else, If the mark 
Insists that he whs trying to pick his pockets, the 
smart tool will usually run like a madman, and 
never show his face there again, 
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The Jacket Pockets 



The average sports coat or jacket has four 
pockets of interest: the two hand pockets, t lie 
inner pocket, and the breast pocket Obviously, 
t he outer pockets would l>e terribly simple to pick, 
since they are away from the body h and car be 
explored wlili ease. And sometimes flaps are just 
sewn on to the jacket to give the appearance of 
pockets, when actually there is no insckct at all 
Like the outer breast pocket, they rarely carry 
anything of value, therefore, we will not bother to 
study them. So our only concern here is the 
methods used to steal from the inner coat pocket. 

Since i he inner coat pocket is not pressed 
against the body all of t he time, at b much easier 
to steal from it than it is from Lite hip, or "sucker" 
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Packet. A pickpocket rarely bothers to HtteiTi pt, a 
steal from the inner jacket pocket unless he has 
seen a wallet or someth irg valuably i hare. ]f, how 
ever, he .sties no wallet is in the hack pocket, he 
reasons that the walllet is In the coat, and thus 
prepares for a H coat. lift." 

if is first mission ia to determine on which side 
the wallet lies. Most modern jackets have an inner 
pocket cm t>ot h sides of the coat. t herefore a hit of 
probing, or "fanning' must be done. One method 
of fanning is to “accidently" run into the mark, 
and, with palms out, push lightly against the inner 
pockets. This should reveal the location of the 
wallet. Another ruse is to ask the mark if he can 
change a twenty, or if ho has five ones. If these 
methods arc lop impractical, the pickpocket will 
Jllsl look closely when ihe mark aim down or 
stands Ltp, to sec if he can detect it. Or, as a pro- 
fessional pickpocket tells me, "A left-handed man 
wj]j usually use the right mner packet, while a 
right-hander will use the left pocket,” After a smalt 
survey of my own, IVe come to the conclusion that 
this is generally correct, 

The secret of stealing from th^ inner coai 
pocket is misdirection. Since the inner pocket 
Steal Ls usually a frontal attack, el is necessary i.o 
divert the attention, and thus turn the head of the 
victim, so that he cannot catch a peripheral 
glimpse of the pickpockets activities. Figure 9 is a 
typical inner coat pocket lift. This is done by light- 
ly lifting the coat by the lapel, and worming the 
fingers into the coat pocket, all the while holding 
the jacket away from Lite body. Obviously this re- 
quires a partner to supply the diversion. 
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Figure S 

.-Is the pickpocket dft wfa the mtuk "s 
alliw td’otj. his njufo-T band j/rsns fw the ^oods 



A single pickpocket has a few options at his dis- 
posal its well. For ok ample, tie can spili some pow- 
der on the mark's shoulder (the side opposite the 
wallet) and roll him about it, As he brushes the 
powder off, (see Figure 10), his arm will conceal 
any movement the pickpocket makes. This ob 
viously must be done very quickly to he successful, 
The pickpocket may also pull a drunk routine, so 
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that he chei run head on into the mark, called 
“kissing the dog," unci let his body cover his 
Hcl.kms, 




Figure ID 

.4 s' iwarA bracin'* din njff Sit jcwjfcrt, 

|'J|" irfrrt.'ii.tex vtrwrjitr tfw mmbh> 

^ince the head of the victim must be turned, or 
his vision blocked i'rom the action, a plckprxiket 
may use various surprise tactics where there Is no 
rime to plan a diversion. For example!, the pick- 
pocket may say, "Isn't (hat Madonna'?" or some- 
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thing that is likely to make the mark turn Mh. 
head. A similar trick involves the pickpocket’s 
ability to extemporize. He may point upward and 
pay “That plane going to crash!" or “Is that a 
IJF07" or That man is going to jump!" or some 
thing else where the object is to make the victim 
look in the air. As long ns the man's head is 
turned, his inner pocket can be cleaned, although 
afterwards he wtl! probably think the pickpocket 
is nuts. Also in a crowded elevator, a woman may 
ask the mark to punch the button to a certain 
floor for her. If the mark makes a chivalrous hinge 
to oblige, his jacket is left hanging open to display 
an easily taken billfold. 

Finally, there are special occasions perfectly 
suited for the inner coat pocket steal. I have heard 
of at least one pickpocket who works a park in 
California during the Fourth of July festivities. 
During the fireworks, when everybody's head is 
turned skyward... well, you know the rest. 1 would 
think the similar circumstances of an air show or 
an eclipse would provide the same opportunity, 
but then again, how many people would wear a 
coat and tie to an air show or eclipse? 
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The Watch 



Of all the tricks and skills in the professional 
pickpocket's arsenal, the aliitiiy to steal watches 
right off the victim's arm is the mos( araiKing. It 
sounds so fantastic ihat it seems impossible. Hut 
watches are stolen from the wrists of thousands 
of people annually, and thi> amounts: to a multi 
million dollar a year industry. One would think 
that only Cartiers, Rdeses. and Patek Phillipcs 
would bo the targets of these watch snatchers, but 
the Butova, Keiko, and even the Timex arc stole a 
frurn time to time. 

I see a lot of skeptical smiles out there, so leCs 
try an experiment. Take your watch and lay it on 
your wrist. Dont bother to fasten the buckle nr 
slip it around your wrist, but just lay it on top of 
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ytaiir wrist with your palms facing down. N'ow, Jay 
your other hand or top of the watch and pros* 
firmly for a second or two. Suddenly remove the 
watch, and observe the sensation. It feels like the 
watch is still there, doesn't if? If this is coupled 
with the typical misdirection or with an overpow- 
ering force, such as a handshake* the pickpocket 
can effect a steal quite simply. 

The removal of a watch from « wrist is actually 
a series of very subtle movements, each carefully 
engineered to achieve a certain goal, it muse he 
accomplished quickly and with a minimum of 
fumbling to work successfully. The pickpocket 
prefers to steal the i eat her strap variety, since it 
is much easier to manipulate than the metal band 
The pickpocket working with the leather band will 
try to cut it with a razor nr a pair of small scissors, 
whenever possible, but will do an “unbuckle” if 
absolutely necessary A skillet! unbuckkr can lake 
your leather strap watch in about one second, so 
his main goal is diverting your attention. 

The most common method of unbuckling 
occurs during a common handshake, but the steal 
may also lie perpet rated in a crowded area. The 
pickpocket will offer a left-handed handshake 
(since that h where most people wear their 
watch), and grasp the wrist with liis right. This is 
a fairly common practice, so it is not a tremen 
don sly suspicious ;u:i. As he is Looking one in the 
eye and saying, “How do you do? " he is doing the 
following routine: 
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With ills right hand on the wrist, he grabs the 
end of the strap, (see Figure II) and pushes it 
through the buckle (sec Figure 12). Pulling it 
s]ight|y releases the pin from the hole, and the 
thumb pushes the pin out of the way (see Figure 
13). Using the thumb to push the buckle forward, 
the end of the strap wiU come out of the buckle 
(see Figure 14), and the watch is released from 
the arm (see Figure 15). 

Another method uses the middle finger for the 
unbuckling procedure. The middle finger grasps 
the hand (see Figure 1G), and pulls it as far as 
possible (see Figure 17). The nail of the middle 
finger is used to flip the pin forward (see Figure 
tsi which allows the buckle to be pushed forward 
(see Figure 19), and the watch to be removed. 

Pickpockets who special^! in boosting watches 
will often carry some sort of rosin in their pockets, 
as this reduces slippage and makes the unbuck- 
ling procedure go more smoothly. For the pick 
pocket who forgets his rosin, hairspray applied to 
the finger! ips will do in a pinch. 

Mow r that weVe seen a couple of t he techniques 
used to lift tlnr leather strap variety, it is time we 
graduated to the gran cl daddy of the watch steals: 
boosting a metal banded watch, Quick-hitters, the 
subject of Chapter 9, will often cut the bauds with 
a pair of wire cutters, hut ibis is a bit. crude, and 
rarely escapes detection. The metal band can, sun 
prisingiy enough, be manipulated oil the wrist. 
Hut, unlike the leather band steal, the inelal band 
has to come over the wrist and hand, which im- 
poses special hazards and restrictions on the 
pickpocket, 




Fi^urea JMT 
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vitj-odwr method for lifting <i irate* ttav 
du- mtddie finger withe? Tftan th i j thumb. 




^2 redllriquts of the Prufosaonal Pkli pocket 



As in the technique cited above, the pickpocket 
must resort to a left handed handshake. During 
the shake, the right index finger goes under the 
watch (see Figure SO). Just as the hand xhstke is 
over, the right index finger pulls out slightly to 
allow the middle finger, ring finger, and pinky of 
the left hand to enter tinder the band (set Figure 
£l). Still holding the watch away from the wrist, 
Lite middle finger, ring finger, and pinky of the 
right hand slip inside the band (see Figure 22 ), 
and the whole hand is stretched away from the 
wrist. Carefully, hut. quickly, the band is passed 
over the wrist and hand (see Figure 23), and is 
quickly deposited into the pocket. Of course, IVe 
slowed this procedure down considerably, to 
show each movement, but during a real steal, the 
entire routine is completed sn less than a second, 
so that the recipient of the ill-fated handshake is 
none the wiser. 

Very often,, a skilled pickpocket will go for the 
cufflinks as well as the watch, if they're valuable 
enough, but this display of covert daring is gener- 
ally left to the quick hitter. 

I'ntikc picking pockets, watch stealing is a 
discipline that requires a great deal of practice to 
perfect. Toots that are determined to add the 
watch lift to their bag of tricks find diligent 
practice a must, 

The next chapter deals with how pickpockets 
practice their craft, before they swoop down on 
the unsuspecting public. 
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How Pickpockets 
Practice 



Pickpocket fa looting for profile he can practic* 
on unix Or l*i« A *«li, WJL puy SJ.QG/htHir.., 

The above advertisement was actually placed in 
a newspaper a few years ago, and the firs l 
response naturally came from (he police. Actually 
the ad was placed by two magicians who wanted 
lo incorporate a pickpocket routine into their act f 
and needed practice on living models before 
performing on stage. Nevertheless, the police 
watched these men very carefully for weeks- 

Although such a blatant advertisement will 
draw the attention of police,, a living person is 
without question tin: Iwsi practice a pickpocket 
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can get. 1 1 shouldn’t be terribly difficult to find, 
without j f^ort iatg uj h newspaper ad, unemployed 
Eieople willing in stand and he “robbed” for four 
hours a day. The bpnefitsofa live subject are many, 
bur for (he beginner pickpocket, 1 he highest among 
them is the response f actor . A living modri can 
give the aspiring dip feed back on what lie felt and 
where he fell it. The pickpocket can then adjust 
Ids techniques slightly, and practice them until 
lie gets ii right. To escape any suspicion, the 
professional (iiltciii ) pickpocket will generally tell 
everyone that he is a stage magician, and is 
working on a pickpocket routine (coming soon to 
a racetrack near you). The drawback id' the live 
model, besides hi* salary, is his Inevitable boredom 
with the whole affair. While if may he interesting 
the firsi couple of days, a person soon becomes 
i ired of having a watch stolen from his wrist or 
a wallet, taken fratn his pocket LitWf limes a day, 

IT the pickpocket cannot find,. or afford, a live 
"dummy,” lie can resort to the ncxi best thing: 
a mannequin. Mannequins can Ik: purchased from 
department stores and filled with various com 
binations of clothing. After a pickpocket has 
mastered lifting from slacks, for example, he will 
fit i he dummy with jeans, and per feci that tech- 
nique. The mannequin, also helps to synchronize 
th e pic kpocket 's i novum ents f sin ec he lea r ns w here 
his body and hands must be at alt times. Obviously, 
the chief drawback of the mannequin is its 
complete lack of responsiveness, although efforts 
m e occasionally made to address this prubbrni- 
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The ttirt jJ tjjTfl JHflliJWflisCIN J5 pfTfil't/Or 
practidnn cftM jxjfiirrf grab*. 



The Chicago Tribune carried a story recently 
detailing the discovery, by the Italian Police, of a 
“finishing school" in Naples that taught, the fine 
arl of pickpocketing. Inside the school, several 
fully clothed mannequins were cquipE**] with an 
array of mousetraps, hells, and other gadgets to 
signify any clumsy mistake in the pupil's move- 
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menls, Several more displayed watches on the 
arm, as the wrisi of a mannequin is perfect for 
practicing the watch steal. A tailor's mannequin, 
the type that has only the upper torso on a plat- 
form. is also perfect for practicing the inner coat 
pocket steal, provided Lite mannequin is raised to 
an appropriate height, (see Figure 24). 




Figure £!S 

A ™i IhfOtiW Vi*:? thr I) ark *>] a efto ir 
iwnsAefi an imtrpmiim jirtvtifw (oof. 
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T h t- poverty- si ricken pickpocket, who can 
afford neither Hie model nor mannequin,. can 
resort to a few cheaper devices. A coat thrown 
over a chair (sec Figure 25), a pair of trousers 
filled with raffs, or a pocket sewn, onto a chair, will 
all suffice for pickpocket practice. The arms of 
some chairs are also ideal for practicing watch 
lifts {set: Figure 2b). Although none of these 
practice techniques are aesthetically pleasing, 
they will certainly help the beginner until he can 
move on to bigger and better things;. Furthermore, 
these less expensive suggestions allow those of us 
who are merely curious to gain insight, into the 
actual demands of pickpocketing, without a large 
outlay of cash. 
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[loginning pickpockets are generally very dis- 
couraged in ( he early goings of tli c-tr career. They 
fincE their actions sloppy, their movements too 
studied, and their concentration easily diverted, 
Hut after the requisite practice and apprentice 
[wriocU they notice their skills improving dramat- 
ically, and their confidence growing, and after two 
or three months of diligent p radices they are 
usually ready to try their talents on living targets. 
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The Quick Hit 
Artist 



Oho may ask why quick hi*, artists, or purse 
snatchers as they're called, are included in a book 
about pickpockets. Well actually, the pickpocket 
anti the purse snatcher go about their business in 
much i.hy same manner^ aiul usually the only 
difference between their methods Is that the mark 
is immediately aware lhat he has been fobbed 
after a "quick hit.” While the pickpocket lifts 
wallets and the like by misdirection and finesse, 
the quick hitter achieves the same goal hy blatant 
physical force, 

It doe* not take a great deal of imagination to 
realise how these guys ply their craft. They tear 
purses off old lad Iks' shoulders, they rip wallete 
Out of a marks pocket, and generally perform less 
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than -gracious acta that have prompted to 

label them “muggers." 

If the quick hit ari isfca' actions were confined to 
such grotesque displays of violence, then* would 
be no need for elaboration here on their methods 
Rut many quick hitters have adopted some rather 
ingenious ploys (hat help them get the goods- Pot 
example, most purse snatching is done these days 
from the back of motorcycles or scooters. And on 
such fashionable streets us the Champs d'Elysoc, 
Via NazionaJp, and Fifth Avenue, this activity is 
proliferating at an alarming rate. This prevents 
the chivalrous boyfriend, or other bystander with 
heroic tendencies, from chasing down the purse 
snatcher. 

Another ploy is to cut the straps of the purse,, 
and make off with it before the lady notices it 
missing. A female purse snatcher may even go as 
far us to steal the purse while its owner is on the 
toilet, in a public restroom, tr is nut unheard of for 
men to try the same thing (on men and women). 

Purses and wallets aren’t, the only thing quick 
hitters are after these day*. As I stated earlier, 
many of them carry wire cutters with them, and 
wl£l snip watch bands, rings, and bracelets off a 
victim's wrist or fingers in a matter of seconds. 
Sometimes tins does destroy the merchandise, but 
watch bands can be repaired, and a ring's setting 
is rarely disturbed during the process. Therefore, 
even this crude attack is often very profitable. 
Money belts are also easily cut oflf, but this re- 
quires previous knowledge that the mark is trims- 
[K>n inn money in that manner. 
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[f a mark is somewhat alone and the quick 
hitter risks tittle chance «f being seen, he may 
resort to the very effective mace/sUm-gun trick, 
[.'sing mace or other tear gas to temporarily blind 
the victim, and a si Lin -gun to- paralyze him, lie can 
search for the valuables undisturbed, while his 
victim lies helplessly on the ground- Chloral 
hydrate, as weVe seen earlier. Ls also very effect ive 
to achieve the same goals, although its effect Ls 
rather delayed. 

Briefcases and suitcases arc other popular 
targets of the quick hitter. He will position himself 
m airports, train terminals, and sometimes wen 
in hotel lobbies, in hopes that he will get a chance 
at a ease that contains valuables, As ir is difficult 
to run very far or very fast carrying a large 
attache or suitcase, he will usually have a getaway 
vehicle waiting nearby, 
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Foiling the Pickpocket 
and Purse Snatcher 



After reading the specifics of actual pickpocket 
ing procedures, it should easy to employ 
effective countermeasures against thorn. However, 
very often pickpockets sin' not only aware of our 
countermeasures, but they've invented counter' 
countermeasures of their own. The result, then, is 
that even after at! our attempts a< securing our 
goods a^uirtsu an attack. Our money still gets 
taken. 

First of all, there is no sate way to carry cash. 
It can be taken, by tln> skilled pkiki^ockei-, from 
every pocket, sack, chained wallet, and money belt 
ever made. The safes! way to trany currency, or 
any other valuable papers, is to use one of those 
money pouches that -slip around the neck, and 
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hide under the shirt. Also, a Tew dollars in spend 
ing motley should be kepi in a pocket* so that you 
don't have to go to the pouch to get money all the 
time. This is by no means foolproof, since all one 
must do is slip ( he strap off your neck and pull it 
over yoLcr head, sin never be seen Caking money 
from the pouch in public. 

On a trip of any length, I would suggest travel- 
lers' checks, with the receipts kept in the bottom 
of your shoe, with an additional list of ihe serial 
numbers and photocopies of the receipts kepi in 
your hotel or car for good measure. And if you 
can keep from it, never take a wallet or purse to 
a beach and leave it unattended; that is inviting 
enough to people who aren’t professionals, and 
simply irresistible for (hose who are, Also, baggy 
pants wit h loose ixx-kcis are to be avoided, if a( 
all possible. 

If you suddenly find yourself in a situation 
where pickpockets abound, fintE sonic place that 
la secluded, and take (he money out of your wallet. 
F-^u t the cash and credit cards in your front 
pocket, with your hand over them, and put the 
wallet hack into the hip pocket. This way, even if 
you arc singled out as a potential mark, you’ve 
given them a decoy, and you will probably escape 
with the good stuff. 

Recognizing the favored situations of a pick- 
pocket allows you to see it" you are being set up for 
a boost. For example, if you find yourself suddenly 
Crowded and pushed about, be on the ready for 
pickpockets, said turn around occasionally. 
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Nothing scares the pickpocket more than a sus 
ptciouf mark. Also, if you are wearing an, expen- 
sive watch, and someone offers you a left-handed 
handshake, take it, hut keep you 4, eyes on his 
hands at ah times. Of course, if it's an old friend 
offering a left hand, you can take at. wiih confi- 
dence f unless yo« are wearing a really, really ex 
pensive watch). 

Women would he well advised to leave their 
purses at home, whenever possible, anti carry as 
little cash as they really need. If a purse must he 
carried, it should l>e carried as a fullback carries 
a footbath and not held dangling by the straps. As 
an added precaution, the zipper should be held 
tightly against the body, and closed, of course. It 
should be needless to say that one should never 
lay a purse dawn while shopping, but many do, 
and this accounts for a large share of purse thefts. 
On a trip, cash car be carried in a money-bra, or 
in a garter-type money pouch, 

Anyone transporting valuables or large 
amounts of cash, should invest In a security brief- 
case. There are several good brands on the 
market, and depending on the type, they will 
shriek, shock, or squirt tear gas (or all three), 
whenever an unauthorized person attempts to lift 
or Opt: n it. 

Even though you take every precaution against 
it, the more adventurous, or desperate, pick- 
pocket may attempt to steal yont wallet or 
chaogeptjrse, If he is unsuccessful, and if you are 
aware of what has happened, you may be forced 
to confront the pickpocket with your accusations. 
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Of course, he will adamantly deny it . but try to get 
a good description of him, and report him to the 
nearest police. Don 1 ! be afraid to confront a pick 
pocket; they are almost never armed, and one is 
not likely t.« jntll a or knife on you in a crowd. 

If the pickpocket is successful and gets your 
loot, but you catch him Immediately after the act, 
you can: (a) Heat hint up and get your money 
back; (b) Tell him politely to give you your money 
back, or you will get the police; or (c) Do nothing 
I can's tell you what you should do, because that 
depends on your character (and size), but 1 be 
lieve 1 would try to get my money back, if I s bought 
I Could. 

It may sound as though we must keep constant 
vigilance on our wallets and purses to thwart the 
pickpocket and purse snatcher, bur. while it is a 
good idea to think about your money every now 
and then, then; is no need to become absolutely 
paranoid about it. In everyday life, going to and 
from work, the store, the bank, and the doctor, 
etc., [wtscs no real threat to the average person. 
The pickpocket will, of course, take what he can 
get, but he realty prefers dense concentrations []; f 
people carrying large quantities of cash, rather 
than the average Joe going in the grocery score. 
Therefore, he follows automobile shows, con- 
ventions,, major sporting events, and any other 
place where large crowds gather, 

Once t he pickpocket makes * >ff s i iccessfu l|y with 
ilia marks waiiet, he will usually keep the cash, 
the credii cards (which he sells for $100 apiece), 
and possibly the driver's license. The real he will 
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discard, or toss into a mail box. The pickpocket 
may use the driver’s license to perpetrate other 
cr tmes, and may even use it to charge small items 
fill at won’t be called in) on the credit cards. 
Another dangerous aspect of stolen I . E>. is the fact 
that the pickpocket discovers the telephone num- 
ber and address of the victim. Using this, he may 
call the victim at home, and say, “This is Lieu 
tenant So-wnd-So, and we have recovered your 
wallet with your credit cards, etc, Can you come 
downtown to claim iiT Anti of course, as soon ns 
tin; mark leaves to go to the police station, the 
piekpoc lset t or age fits of the plckpoc ket , bu rglarize 
his home. Therefore, if your wallet, is stolen, and 
you arc called to come and claim it, call the police 
station first u> verify the fact, 

It is not easy to foil a pickpocket if lie wants 
your money badly enough, but it is easy in deter 
him from singling you out as a mark. It should he 
noted that pickpockets are very selective when 
choosing a victim and will generally shy away 
from someone with self-conJldence and poise, if 
they can have the sheepish -t our Lsi tyi>u. By not 
looking with awe upon every large building, as if 
it were your first trip to the city, and by not 
wandering aimlessly through the streets, you will 
look less like an out of-towner, and will begin to 
blend in with the- surroundings, This, coupled with 
your new knowledge of the pickpocket's tech- 
niques, will dramatically improve your chances of 
escaping any city, « ith your money, valuables, and 
dignity intact. 
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Ghmg to the riinemn k can I* 6 a bigger gamble 
iliiiti '.’Oil tliLnk Van make your bet. 3a art over the 
rail, and the crowd closes in. You go tq (collect, only 
to di^ovuf Lhai you Vc won your lift hut lost your 
lullfukl. 

Don't w aste you r i i me hi? a rcl i 1 j 1 g t he gran d 
stands If you want in find where your wallet went, 

I oak inside this lun-k. Cliiturti are, is was lifted by 
a praferssionaJ pickpocket. 

Tiiis hook wfU show you how prr:kjHH-'kets oper- 
ate, from the clulusy grab to the pro who stalks Ins 
mark fur days- You 11 see luiw pickpockets usft 
accomplices to diven your mti?nuon while 1 hey 
divert your cash You'll road about training camps 
where novices In mi? titeii iechcaiipies mi booby 
trap pud mann equitis. 

Most importantly, yimll leatm how tn pnoteol 
vTHi isrcir, tiruug r . • Disneyland' You'll look pro tty 
Goofy when all your e^h is gone. Going to a 
baseball or football game? Pickpockets give new 
ifteiLiuitg to "sporting events.' And if you're even 
thinking if foreign travel, you better read this 
book before you wave goodbye u> your loved one* 
and your spending money, 

f ffchnAijti^fi <tf fhv PntfrHHitmal Pickpucket 
shows bow Gn.' pros gel Into your clothes, and 
what you must cb> to protect ytmrvdf. Don't leave 

home without jl 
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